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Preface

TheAnimalWelfareActlgggcameintoforceonlJanuary2000.Itestablishesthe
n-rnAurn"ntuf otfigutions relatiog to the care of animals These obligations are written in

seneral terms hoiever. The detail is found incodesofwelfare Codes set out minimum

!,uni*ar una ,""o-t€ndations relating to all aspects ofthe care ofanimals They are

developed following an extensive process ofpubiic consultation arra l""i"Xg:],":-to
o, ,oon"t if n"""triry' As such, I im confident that they reflect the vi

New Zealanders with lespect to the care ofanimals'

I recommend that all those who care for animals become familiar

is impofiant because failure to meet a minimum standard in a

being taken.

Codes are issued by me on the recommer'dation ofthe N Advisory

Committee. This Committee comprises persons who c"ular areas such as

animal welfare, veterinary science, animals in the commercial

use ofanimals and the ethical standards and con

values

Act 1999. This Code came into force

lnsen Comments by tft" V-i.$

This Code of.Welfare for
......2000, under section
o n . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 0 0 0 .

regu
scrutiny

$i the purposes of the Regulations { Disallo*ance) Acl

arl iamenl s Regulalions Review Commirtee

gricultue
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1 .
1. ' l

Introduction, Purpose and Interpretation of Gode

History

The Animal Welfare Act 1999 established the National

Committee (NAWAC) which replaced AWAC' and p(rQql,ft

welfare with legal effect. One ofthe responsibilities ofNA'WA

Minister on the content of codes of * elfare follo2fng{roc2 consultation.

Codes ofwelfare are deemed to be re of the Regulations
the scruiiny of the

Codes of welfare contain mi also contain recommended best

practices. Only minimum s and this is in t\lo Possible ways:

. Minimum standard a prosecution lor an offence against the

. A person offence against the Act can defend himself/herself

by showi or exceeded the minimum standards

r best set out standards of care and conduct over and above

The o ginal Codes of Recommendations and Minimum Standards for the Welfare of

sr;i;thi"t"nt *u. prepared by the Animal Welfare Advisory CommitteelA\yrc)'

*fri"tr *ut ".tutfittt.d in'llae Uy ttt" rh"n Minister of Agriculturxo advise hirg{

matters conceming animal welfare. The code was of a volunta??if))Xandl$l na

1 . 2

(Disallowance) Act t989. This means
Regulations Review Committee' -C

codes of
the

oblisarions in lhe Act They are included for

ses. 
-Failure 

to meet a recommended besl practice u i l lthe mlnl to meet

taken.

I flrs E a Parliamenrary select conmrlt€e charged {'th exsmrnrnc resularons aBatn6r a *i ofcrrt€rF and dMwms t'r

ihe attention ofthe House of LePre*ntatrves anv regDlaiDn lhatdo€s notmet the LatE a C r@nds for repdtns t'

the Hou6e rnclude: the regur.tt"n t.*p**" tta't1:'o" personal fl8hts and f@edoms rr not mln€ n amdm@ wltb

the seneral object! and inte.rio.s ot ttt" statttt" undtt *hrch ri B made' or rhar n was nor nade rn conplnne wrih the

par;cuhr notrce an{t consultatioD procedures presribed bv statuie'

)sation aggrieved at the operation ofa code of welfare has a right to

the Resi[tions Review Cornmittee, Parliament Buildings

ons on Owners or People in Charge of Animals

ct sets out tkee fundamental obligations telating to the care ofanimals All those

own or are in charge ofanimals must:



Ensure that the physical, health, and behavioural needs ofanimals are met in a
manner that is in accordance with both good practice and scientific kncwledge
(section l0);

Where practicable, ensure that when an animal is iniured that it receives treatment
that alleviates any utueasonable or unnecessary pain or distress being suffered bylhe
animal (section l l); and ,/1

. Ensue that animals are killed in such a manner rhar rhe anim",1q2",q*ffif\
uffeasonable or unnecessary pain or disrre.. t.".rion l2t"ti)^$r_ 

\f
The Act defines the term "physical, health an,l Uet auiouraftd(*.,",fb$
animal as - "including: 

6\ " 
C.. V

(a) Proper and sufficient food and walcr;

(c) Opportunity to display normal

(d) Physical handling in a manner
unnecessary pain or distress;

(e) Protection from. and rapid

lihood of unreasonable or

icant injury or disease,

envlronment, andbeing a need, wbich,
circuirstances of the

1S

cll

5

The minimum sta ut the detailed actions that will enable the above
obligations to

lopment

loped by anyone including NAWAC or the Minister. It is then
. Provided the draft meets criteria in the Act for clarity,

puposes ofthe Act, and prior consultation, NAWAC publicly
calls for submissions. NAWAC is then responsible for

the form and content ofthe code to the Minister after having regard to the
ns received, good practice and scientific knowledge, available technology and
relevant matters.

IWAC may recommeld draft standards that do not fully meet the obligations in the
t ifcertain criteria specified in the Act are mei.

The Minister issues the code by notice in the Gaze,e.



1 .5 Interpretation

Minimum standat& are identified in lhe text by a heading and use the word "must" or
sitkilar rlords. They are highlighted in boaes vithin the text. They represeht Lhe
tninimum standards ofcdrc that are acceptable to New Zealand society.

Recommended best practice is identified by a heading and, generally, are "should"

statements. 
,- 

; \FoortdndFeed 
d<, (

The words "food" and "feed" are used inte..fr-e""tff.rQ1Y 
CS/

Animqt \"  t .  V
-Animar" /^\ <s:l>
( a, Means an) |,\ e member of rhe animar I i*9fuV6),2$

iil,iTilil'- ^(2"r\w('iil A,eprire or 1f-r\V 1,r\ !

il"lflflB["'T:" ",,".,"Nf G)
r vr) An) ocropu'. ,quid. crab, QRE. ray0st A1lftding lle'huarer crayfi'h r: or
t ! 'l I Any orher menber ol 'k\Nl l In8{o\dN\dd i" de( lared fiom Iime Io rime b) rhe

Gor ernor.cener<:Q) qqer- in aq'h(i\\O6e an animal ror rhe purpo"e. or rh ir A. '.

(b) Includes any m or reptilian pre-hatched young. that is in the
lasr halfof  i ts per i

(c.) Includes an

:  and

,raph (b) or paragraph (c) ofthis definition, any animal in the
larval, or other such dev€lopmentalstage.

(d) Does
( D A
( i i

ickens, are animals for the purposes ofthe Animal Welfare

Code Apply To?

for all persons responsible for the welfare oI broiler chickens.
d chick that is in the last halfof development is also covered by this

n New lealand. broiler chickens are kept under condirions ranging from large
ial enterp ses where the birds are kept in enclosed housing and are reliant on

an management for all their daily requiremenls to free-ranging chickens which
have access to outdoor runs or pastue which provides a very small proportion oftheir
food. These free-ranging chickens are also reliant on human management for all their
daily requirements.

Under the Animal Welfare Act 1999 the "owner" ofan animal or the "person ir.
charge" is responsible for meeting the legal obligations to animal welfare. [n the case
ofbroiler chickens the owner ofthe animal(s) may place the chickens in the care of
others for the purpose ofrearing, transport and slaughter.



ln practice, the identification ofthe person in charge will depend on the minimr'm

standald in question.

Responsibility for meetine minimum standTl']:lil*,:-t|;::::sion'desien and

;:l:iJl"ul::': i;t;';"iir;'".; ;;;.q"tp;*t' the alocation or oPerational

:d;l;lffi:':i [:li::ffifi;:ffi;""*ision orperrormance or emprovees wlr
lie with the person in charge ofthe chickens'

This code complements the Animal Welfare Act 1999

"tund*d. -tli"i ur" "urrently acceptable to the inform

providing advice aimed at promoting good broi

inal welfare. This

standards.

This Code provides for the gene
The incorporation ofthe Codeai

A qood attjtude to the care and handling of

C;e is intended to encourage all those res

highest standard of husbandry' care and

tation to adopt the

or exceed the minimum

fiand use ofbroiler chickens'
gramrnes will ensure tts

X being produced for the first tlme, or

codes concemed with the Transport ol

ved Premises, Emergency Slaughter,

fXimals for Scientific Purposes Where relevant

d. (see Appendix l l)

1999 provides that a code of welfare may relate

stccess. (see Patt 6-QudlitY

Other codes that are rel
are in the process of
Animals, Slaugh
welfare at Sale
these other

Six vol

the

u*lil eroiter chicken Code uere deemed ro be codes o[

ri$FJi"t" e.., lsqs. They uere endorsed b) AWAC prior{o

;A;;;-w;lf*" Act 19d9, are listed in Appendix II The .
*" r"iia *,if lf December 2002 unless revoked prior to that

#:::0;.*"*^.,
or inore ofthe following-

a species of animal

animals used for purposes specifled in the code'

animal establishments ofa kind specified in the code

types of entertainment specified in the code (being types ofentertalnment ln

which animals ale used)

the tansport of animals.

the procedures and equipment used in the management' care' or killing of

".itiur. oi i. tl.t" "utying out of surgical procedures on animals



The Animal Welfare Act 1999 further allows a code to establish minimum standards
and recommendations for best practice that do not fully meet the obligations of:

r sections l0 and 1l-{bligations in relation to physical, health and behavioural
needs ofanimals.

. section 12 (l ) (cfkilling an animal

. sections 2l (1) (b)-restriction on performance ofsurgical procedures.

. section 22 r2Fproviding comlonable and secure accom.p@lqrtion for
transporl ofanimals. 

nX42 (
^ > \\'/ ^ \. sections 2J {ltand 2l (2F ,run.Oon or*,-u,r. 

r$76\,
r section 29 tar i l l-rrearing an animal. ^\\ ^ \Vf

\) ^\\-rL /roa -J 
I

This Code provides for the physical, health,
needs include:

o proper and sufficient food and wa
. adequate shelter
. opportunity to display normal
o physical handling in a e likelihood of unreasonable

or unnecessary Fain or di
. protection liom, and iignificant injury or disease.

the species, environmeDt, and

ision of the Code

c\Qpr-ehensive revisi on of the Code of Recommendations altd
for rhe llellare of Broiler Chickens published in l9aq. Ir has

a working group established by the Poultry Industry Association of
nc and has been reviewed by representatives ofthe industries,

advisors, animal scientists, welfarists and members ofthe qeneral

Code is based on the knowledge and technology available at the time of

animals- These

/ublication, and may be varied in the light of frjture advances and knowledge.
Consequently, NAWAC will review this Code when deemed necessary. ln anv event
this Code will be reviewed no later than xx xxx 2010 (being l0 years from the date on
which this Code was issued by the Minisrerl.

I

good



Comments on the content ar€ always welcome and should be addressed to:

The Secretary,
National Animal Welfare Advisory Cornmittee'

PO Box2526,
Wellington.

't.9

l '  r  t
\ ,- '1. )

Futher information can be obtained from the MAF website: 
2

hrtp://www.maflgo.v.r.n/animalwelfare/index.htm 
(, ^ iN

Glossary "\V^ \9>Bleeding 
cone- stainless steel cone used to conta;n2(Qilit"$9-

slaughter and bleeding 7\\ " 
C.. Vs l d u t s ' | t s l a | ' u U | ! ! v l . ' "  " \ \  
\  

V

Broiler chicken a male or lemate meat breed of,olicken- -(*)
^(vr) ,,A\

Brooding da)-oldroTda)s 
14) ^S.\l

caking ,rnoesirable coml2ftMft'$Sr Fossibl) due to excess

morsture

Caponisation-

Chicken

Chicks-

Firiisher

Fogging

Grow-out-

lnstafrMgolr9lra

sursical or 
{\!

troitercn\)

prior to slaughter

ithin a broiler house

to harvesvcatching

/chanical method of humane destruction of eggs/day-old chicks

catching and loading for transport at harvesl

placing ofday-old chicks in broiler bart'

first of feed rations offered in grow-out period

partial harvest ofa population in a shed

N



Legal Obligations of Owners of Animals
The owner or other person in charge ofthe chickens has overall responsibility for the
welfare ofthe animals held in the facilitv.

al provisions are set out in Appendix L

(l ) The owner or person in charge of broiler chickens n

(a) Ensure that fie physical, health, and behavioural
in a manner that is in accordance with both
kno*ledge.

(b) Where practicable, ensure that a chicken t
that will alleviate any unreasonable or
suffered by the chicken.

(2) The owner or person in charge of

(a) Keep a chicken al ive qhen it at it is suffering
uffeasonable or unneces

(b) Sell, attempt to sell, or than lbr the express purpose
it being killed, a chic is suffering unreasonable or
unnecessary pal

(c) Desert a chi no provision is made to meet its
physical,

(d)

(e)

Ill-treat

Re been kept in captivity, in circunstances in which the
or unnecessary pain or distess.r uffeasonable

(f) procedure on a chicken unless that person is a

a surgicalprocedure that is not signif icant in such a
the chicken suffers unreasonable or unnecessarv Dain or distress-

10



3.
a l

t*,''1i.,'!-

Management of Broiler Chickens

Hatchery Management

lnttoduction

Hff lJiffi iln:::,","1?lx'":ff il"*iiir!:q1i!":ff
:ld ;Iiil,T"".;;$,il o'r culi chicks and unhatched eggs '

newly

ff J'I;J*:T,i:,::.,.T'.J;T:""f[T:t:i"""tr;
conditions.

hatcher Pdor to take-off'

Bioiler Ghicke

Food and W

Intrudu

Anrm

wing
3.2

3.2.1

Jlv di"t in ud"quut" quanrit ies and conraining adequale

uirements for good health and well belng

i. u.ounr of food und nukients animats require' a number of

taken into account:

ical state: newborn/young animals' growth and maintenance'

veolintensivemanagementsystems(lnthecaseofp'oductionanimals)

Nutritional composition of feed

Age

Sex

Size

State of health

ntation ol gasslng

cks must Provide for control

welfare of the chicks'

Cull chicks must be destroyed(a)

(b)

(c)

All unhatched eggs must

Holding room conditi
of temperatue and al

1 1



Quality ofdiet

Growth rate

Previous feeding levels

Feeding ftequency

Terrain - in the case ofproduction animals

Genetic effects of strain or breed

Level ofactivity and exercise

Maximum periods offood deprivation (e.g.

. Introduction ofnew feeds;

. Climatic factors (eg. inclement

Duc to the considerable variation lhat
nutrient requirements vary from ongi
appropriate to include a comp
as minimum standards.

Food and water supplied
good standards of chi
feed, contaminants
lmportant

Requiremen
out in the A

ual animals, food and
I Therefore it is not

of food and nutrients required

an important part ofmaintaining
ition, frequency and quantity of

ter access to the feeders and drinkers are all

the feed supplied to the broiler chickens areset
and Vetednary Medicines Act 1997.

etailed in New Zealand Drinkine Water Standards

water consumption will provide an early warning system of
performance, health and condition ofthe broiler chickens.

fthe ration to meet the requirements ofthe flock can be assessed by
rlnlthe body weight ofthe chickens and measured against a recognised body
standard for a particular breed, sex and production system.

ce on body weight standards for your production systems can be obtained from
relevant breeding company in New Zealand (currently Golden Coast Commercial

- Tegel Foods Ltd, and Bromley Park Hatchedes Ltd).


